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CONEIDENTIAL BEIRUT 0848 

E.O. 1 1652: CDS 

TAGS: PEOR, PINS, PINT, LE 

SUBJECT: CEASEEIRE MAY BE TAKING ROOT 

REF: BEIRUT 825 (I4I5Z) 

SUMMARY:CALM GENERALLY PREVAILS IN BEIRUT AND THROUGH- 
OUT COUNTRY, AS CEASEEIRE IMPLEMENTATION STILL PROCEEDING 
WELL. SUPPLY SITUATION IN CAPITAL MUCH IMPROVED. NO 
ANNOUNCEMENT OE POLITICAL ASPECT OF SETTLEMENT YET. 

ERANGIE-ASAD SUMMIT IN DAMASCUS IS NOW EXPECTED TO 
OCCUR LATER THIS WEEK. END SUMMARY. 

1 . CITY LIEE IS SLOWLY RETURNING TO NORMAL IN BEIRUT. 

WITHDRAWAL OF ARMED MEN FROM HOTEL DISTRICT WAS COM- 
PLETED SUCCESSEULLY LATE JAN 26, REMOVING A MAJOR SOURCE 
OE POTENTIAL TROUBLE AND OPENING STREETS THROUGH THAT 
DISTRICT BETWEEN EAST AND WEST BEIRUT. PHALANGIST SEIGE 
OF TELL ZAATAR CAMP ALSO REPORTEDLY LIETED JAN 26, AS 
PHALANGE ALLOWED SUPPLIES TO REACH CAMP. EEFORTS TODAY, 

JAN 27, WILL CENTER ON REMOVAL OF ARMED MEN FROM ALL 
REMAINING BARRICADES BY 1800 HOURS LOCAL. 

2. SOME TENSION AND A HANDEUL OF MINOR INCIDENTS ARE 
REPORTED FROM THE ZGHORTA AREA AND THE BEKAA VALLEY, 

BUT THESE HAVE NOT DETRACTED EROM THE GENERAL CALM IN 
BOTH REGIONS. 

3. SUPPLY SITUATION IN CAPITAL AREA IS MUCH IMPROVED. 
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ELOUR AND PETROLEUM SUPPLIES ARE BEING DISTRIBUTED 
TO MOST OUTLETS AND SHORTAGES ARE NO LONGER ACUTE. 

4. PRESS REPORTS THAT BRITISH BANK OF MIDDLE EAST OE- 
EICE IN BAB IDRISS (CENTER OE CITY) HERE LEARNED THAT 500 

OE ITS SAEE DEPOSIT BOXES WERE LOOTED DURING LATEST ROUND 
OE STRIEE. ACETYLENE TORCHES WERE USED TO ENTER THE 
BOXES, WHOSE OWNERS WEREMAINLY LEBANESE AND OTHER 
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ARABS. THE LOSS IS EVALUATED AT MILLIONS OE POUNDS. 

5. SYRIAN DELEGATION WAS AGAIN ACTIVE JAN 26 SEEING 
GREEK ORTHODOX LEADER AND ALSO MOSLEM AND LEFTIST 
REPRESENTATIVES. SYRIANS KEPT REPEATING REFRAIN THAT 
THEY DO NOT INTEND TO KEEP EORCES IN LEBANON BEYOND THE 
TIME NECESSARY TO RESTORE ORDER. ACCORDING TO ONE 
SOURCE, THEY SAID THEY WILL PULL EORCES OUT WHEN- 
EVER PRES ERANGIE ASKS THEM TO DO SO. THEY ALSO GAVE 
ASSURANCE THAT THEY WOULD SEEK TO CONTROL THE PALESTINIANS. 
KHADDAM AND POSSIBLY SHIHABI MAY TRAVEL TO DAMASCUS 

JAN 27, LEAVING JAMIL BEHIND. THEY ARE EXPECTED TO RE- 
TURN TO BEIRUT JAN 28 OR 29. THERE IS RENEWED SPECULA- 
TION OE A ERANGIE- ASAD SUMMIT, POSSIBLY AT END OE THIS 
WEEK IF THE CEASEEIRE CONTINUES TO HOLD. 

6. ERANGIE'S ANNOUNCEMENT OE THE POLITICAL ASPECT OF 
THE SUMMIT IS STILL BEING DELAYED. NOT ALL CHRISTIAN 
LEADERS ARE EULLY ON BOARD, ALTHOUGH MOST ARE NOW 
RELIEVED TO HAVE ACCEPTED BROAD OUTLINE. FUAD 
SHIMALI, SPEAKING FOR HARD-LINING DEFENDERS OE CEDARS, IS 
REPORTEDLY ONLY SERIOUS HOLD-OUT, BUT OTHERS WISH TO 
BARGAIN ON CERTAIN UNRESOLVED POINTS. MOREOVER, 

ERANGIE IS MAINTAINING POSITION THAT SECURITY MUST BE EIRM 
BEFORE THE ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE MADE. ACCORDING TO 
PRESS SOURCES, SUMMIT IN DAMASCUS WILL PRECEDE 
ANNOUNCEMENT IN ANY CASE. 

7. THE CABINET IS DUE TO MEET TOMORROW. ASPECTS OF 
THE SETTLEMENT MAY BE DISCUSSED AT THAT SESSION, 

AND BILL PREPARED FOR PRESENTATION TO PARLIAMENT TO 
IMPLEMENT REEORM PROGRAM. 
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8. LEETIST LEADER ARARAT HAS STIRRED UP THE POLITICAL 

WATERS HERE A BIT WITH HIS REITERATED CALL EOR ERANGIE'S 
RESIGNATION. HE MADE THIS STATEMENT IN AN INTERVIEW 
WITH THE PARIS DAILY "LE MONDE." POSSIBLE REPLACEMENTS 
EOR ERANGIE, IN JUMBLATT'S VIEW, WOULD BE GEN. HANNA 
SAID, RAYMOND EDDE, ELIAS SARKIS, AND PIERRE HILU 
(ALL MARONITES). EEW OBSERVERS EXPECT ANYTHING TO COME 
OE THIS STATEMENT AT PRESENT STAGE IN WHICH ERANGIE IS 
LYNCHPIN OP NEGOTIATIONS, BUT IT ILLUSTRATES JUMBLATT'S CON- 
TINUED CAPACITY EOR MAKING TROUBLESOME REMARKS. 

LAMBRAKIS 


CONEIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMISTICE, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, NEGOTIATIONS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 27 JAN 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BE1RUT00848 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760030-0988 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 97601 20/aaaaaqop. tel 

Line Count: 166 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 BEIRUT 825 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: BoyleJA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 APR 2004 by GarlanWA>; APPROVED <04 AUG 2004 by BoyleJA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CEASEFIRE MAY BE TAKING ROOT 
TAGS: PFOR, PINS, PINT, LE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



